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Hon.   Mr.   CASCUAIX   Ul<»  I.aiiiuidiCrt'i  -I  , 
humbly   confess   tliat    I   rise   with   consider-  [ 
able  diffidence  to  reply  to  the  arptunenis  of  i 
tlie   inn.    leader  of  the  oppositi'ni.     Never-  ; 
theless   it   will   bo  noticed  tliut  he   has  left 
ii  irreat  nunilier  of  tlie  most  Important  fea-  ; 
tiires  of  this  very  Important  measure  to  those 
who  are  to   follow   him.     He   has   dealt   at 
considerable   length   on    the   bonding   privi- 
lege and  he  has  apparently  given  great  care 
and  thought  to  the  preparation  of  that  part  , 
of  his  speech,  and  he  lias  done  something 
which  Is  very  unusual  for  the  hon.  gentle-  ' 
man    who,    as    we    liuow,    is    so    ready    of 
speech— he    has   taken    the   trouble   on    this 
important  occasion  to  read  the  first  part  of 
his    speech.      As   to    the    bonding    privilege 
which  he  has  alluded  to  ut  such  great  length. 
I  understand  otlier  hon.   gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  the   House   hold   different  views   to 
him   on   that   (juestion.      i^ot   me   draw   the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  one  fact,  that  when 
the  hon.  gentkman   himself  was  in  confer- 
ence with  the  Hon.  ,T.  D.  Blaine,  the  latter 
told    him    that    the    United    States    govern- 
ment   never     thought     of    doing    a     thing 
as     stopping     the     bonding     privilege     and 
that  there  was  positively  no  usie  in  bulld- 
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In,'  another  Sault   sic.   Marie  canal  ;  never- 
theless  the    hon.    ;;entleman     had     no   faith 
In     such     promises     and     the     government 
built     the     i-anal     notwlihstandlng.    As     to 
the     sveech     of     the     Hon.      Sir     Wilfrid 
l-aurli-r,    which    has    beiii    allmled    to.   coii- 
i-iTniiig      Ihi'      bonding       prlsllege.       when 
Sir  Wilfrid  I.aurier  made  his  speech  in  the 
House   of  (,'ommons   and   gave   the   reasons 
wiiy  If  we  wished  to  live  in  peace  and  liar- 
mony  with  our  neighbours  to  the  soutli  the 
best  thing  to  do  was  to  have  as  little  as  Jios- 
sible  to  do  with   them.     He  quoted   letters 
from  Mr.  Carnegie,  showing  how  and  when 
tills   bonding  privilege   may   be   stopped    at 
any    moment.     He   also   quoted    a    message 
from  Mr.  Cleveland  and  at  ev^  ry  turn  and 
corner  in   the  policy   advocate       by  Canada 
this    threat    was    held,    like    the    sword    of 
Damories.    over    the    Canadian    parliament 
and    people,    iind    the    House    of    Commons 
cheered  him  to  the  eclio  when  he  announced 
that   the  intention  of  this  measure  was  to 
build  on  Canadian  territory,  on  llrltish  soli, 
'  one  grand  transcontinental  line  from  ocean 
:  I        ...d.    It  will  be  remembered  that  when 
the  Canadian  I'acitic  Uailway  was  projected 
'  It  was  not  Intended  to  build  it  from  ocean 


to  ocean.  It  was  to  utart  from  Outarlo  uud 
giro  ui  connection  with  Uritloli  Culiiiiibiu, 
because  that  nus  oii«  of  the  tenutt  of  uiilun. 
There  win  no  lutcutiuii  at  tUc  liiuo  of  tuk- 
lug  tUe  CunuUiun  i'uclllc  lUilway  utt  far 
us  the  Atlantic  oceun.  In  fact  u  i)uiiit  in 
Ontario  wax  selectt'tl  at  uonie  distance  west 
of  the  city  of  Ottawa  for  the  eaiiteru  termi- 
nus of  the  CaiinJiau  I'acilic  Hallway,  aiiii  we 
all  remember,  espwially  does  the  hoii. 
leader  of  the  opposition  linow  and  remem- 
ber, the  huge  Ught  that  was  ni.ulo  :i>:ainst 
the  government  of  whieli  he  wii~  a  m<  iuber 
at  the  time  to  endeavour  to  have  the  east- 
ern terminus  of  the  Caiiudian  I'acil'e  Hail- 
way  us  far  east  us  the  city  of  Quebec 
and  compel  them  to  buy  tlie  North  Sliure 
Railway.  This  may  be  ancient  hutory,  but 
it  bears  on  the  point  tliut  tliii<  is  the  lirst 
iU8tanc3  in  which  a  great  Irauscuntinental 
line  is  established  from  ocean  to  ocean  by 
one  single  measure.  When  I  say  from 
oocan  to  ocean,  we  know  how  short  tlu-  dis- 
tance isrfrom  Moncton  to  the  sea-shore.  My 
hon.  friend  made  lisht  of  the  military  ad- 
vantages of  this  line.  Well,  tlie  military 
advantages  of  this  line  are  cousldei-able, 
and  I  may  say  that  one  of  the  strougest 
arguments  in  favour  of  the  Trans-Canada 
line  from  Itoberval  and  north  of  Lake 
Winuipeg,  and  so  on  to  the  same  objective 
point.  Fort  Simpson,  one  of  the  strongest 
arguments  in  KiiKland  was  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  War  Office  and  ihe  milil.iy 
authorities,  wliieli  leecimmeudatiou  urged  the 
building  of  the  line  at  a  good  distance  from 
the  boundary  of  the  l.'nited  Stales.  Tlif  mere 
fact  that  between  Moncton  and  Levis  for  a 
short  distance  there  Is  a  chance  of  the  line 
being  cut  because  we  pass  near  the  borders 
of  the  United  States  is  not  worth  consider- 
ing for  no  one  would  tliliik  of  m.irchiut:  an 
army  through  the  wilderness  of  Maine  away 
up  north  and  intersecting  the  line  at  that 
point.  It  will  be  noticed  tJat  at  tile  north- 
ern part  of  Maine  there  are  no  facilities  for 
transport.  On  the  other  hand,  an  hon.  gen- 
tleman, when  speakiu;;  on  the  tirst  reading 
of  the  ">  nd  Trunk  raciflc  Incorporation 
Bill  ai  Jd  to  the  fact  tliat  the  Canadian 
Paciflc  Railway  might  be  cut  by  an  enemy 
on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  and  tiiis 
is  quite  riglit.  It  would  lie  qi'.it?  ea<y  for 
them  to  cut  the  Canadian  Pacilic  Railway  at 
any  point  from    Lake   Superior.     My   hon. 


frit  nd  ha*  ""t  proved,  to  my  »alisfuction 
at  any  rate,  that  the  coiifttructton  of  this 
line  Is  inopportune,  premature  and  not  ne- 
cessary, and  1  believe  that  hLs  views  on  that 

'lestion,  if  thos.<  are  his  views,  are  not 
the  views  of  the  ■  ijority  of  the  represeu- 
tutivis  of  the  iH'ople  in  tiie  other  Ch'iiiber, 
nor  of  tile  majority  of  the  uuiubeiti  of  this 
House.  I  believe,  on  the  contrary,  that  if 
there  ever  waM  a  time,  as  the  hon.  Secretary 
of  State  has  said,  when  such  a  road  should 
lie  liiillt  it  Is  at  tills  present  moment,  us  1 
will  proceed  in  a  few  moments  to  prove. 
Tlie  rapid  seitlemeut  of  the  country  will  so 
stimulate  trade  that  the  interest  that  the 
government  will  be  called  upon  to  ussume 
can  easily  lie  met  Ijy  the  addition  to  the 
revenue  from  this  year's  settlers.  The  cri- 
ticism on  the  location  of  the  line  Is  certainly 
the  burden  of  neari.v  all  the  speeches  made 
in  the  other  House,  and  probably  the  same 
criticism  will  be  made  in  this  House.  Start- 
ing at  the  initial  point  of  the  road,  Moncton, 
we  all  remember  the  long  debate  that  took 
place  as  to  the  advisability  of  starting  at 
Moncton.  It  was  Unaily  decided  that  Monc- 
ton being  situated  in  the  heart  of  the  mari- 
time provinces,  that  was  the  place  from 
wiiich  it  should  start.  The  Intercolonial 
Uuilway  deviaUng  so  far  to  the  north,  not 
furnishing  a  direct  route  to  the  west,  had  to 
lie  abandoned  and  the  line  running  directly 
I'rom  Moncton  to  Edmundstou  wus  adopted. 
This  is  no  new  proposition.  As  far  back  as 
lifteen  or  eighteen  years  ago— and  the  hon. 
senators  from  New  Urunswick  will  bear  me 
out  in  this— the  line  was  actually  surveyed 
tlirough  that  part  of  the  country,  and  very 
easy  grades  were  obtained.  It  has  always 
been  a  mystery  to  me,  in  looking  over  the 
map  of  New  Brunswick,  to  see  that  immense 
territory  over  which  tlie  proposed  line  of 
this  national  transcontinental  line  is  to  pass 
at  a  distance  of  ILWJ  miles  south  of  the 
Intercolonial  Railway  at  the  longest  offset 
point,  almost  untouched  by  the  hand-s  of 
man.  Tiiere  is  on  that  territory  excellent 
timber,  good  facilities  to  get  it  out  and 
facilities  to  carry  on  lumbering  operations 
with  tlie  greatest  of  ease. 

According  to  the  speeches  made  by  repre- 
sentatives from  that  province,  and  according 
to  otiicia!   reports  the   greater   part  of  the 

soil  of  that   district   Is  fit   for  cultivation. 
The  opening  of  a  line  from  Moncton  *"'  Ed- 
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miinilKtcn  will  flll  a  Inng-fplt  wnnf,  nnd  nrlU 
nhorfiTi  fhp  dlKttnop  from  Mniipton  to  Qup- 
bpp  nomp  7r>  or  W)  or  porhiip-'  ^  miles,  ac- 
Cirtllne  to  flip  Bmoiint  wliii-li  tlip  oxporfu 
BOW  wNIi  to  allow  for  thi'  w  c-isary  cor- 
vatnro.  From  Kdnmuditton.  xklrfltiK  arotind 
tb"  norttipm  biiii.irtary  of  Mnliip.  wlilph  ".in- 
fortnnntcly  projects  ao  far  Iiitu  the  Domin- 
ion of  Cnniidn.  wp  arrive  In  the  ooiinty  of 
Tpnilsponiitn.  and  In  that  county  the  road 
will  pass  throuKh  u  nettlpmi'nt  wlilpli  Is 
now  rapidly  Increaslnff  nnd  demanding' 
railway  farllltlen.  From  Tomlscoiiata  wi> 
pass  to  tliP  rear  of  Kamomaska  and 
f.  om  Kamoiiras'.tn  we  pass  to  I.'Islet, 
MoinmaKny.  RpI  "sp  and  I/'vls.  The 
Idea  of  hnlldlnR  railway  line  at  the 
rear  of  these  ootiinit's  is  not  m  new  pro- 
position. This  pari  ..went  has  irranted 
charters  to  the  Qnpt>ep  and  New  ttrunswlck 
Railway.  Another  charter  was  bcln!*  asked 
this  year.  I  bellpvp,  in  the  Interpsts  of  Mac- 
kenzie nnd  Mann  to  build  a  railroad  orpr 
the  same  line.  I  see  the  hon.  centlemnn 
for  Stadaconn  (Hon.  Mr.  T.,andry)  smillns: 
he  knows  porfeeily  well  that  thcr"  Is  n  large 
quantity  of  very  good  land  at  the  rear  of 
the  county  which  he  had  the  ho-  ,ii-  of  re- 
presenthig  In  t!:e  other  House,  -rood,  fer- 
tile land,  some  2."  or  30  miles  b-  k  from 
the  shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  In  the 
county  of  Montmapny.  and  all  along 
there  are  parishes  in  the  county  o( 
L'Islet  which  my  father  reprpsented  In  the 
Commons  for  nlnet'^on  conspcutlvp  years, 
parishes  of  Importance,  settled  parishes, 
namely  Ste.  Perpftu"  nnd  St.  I'amphlle. 
which  are  30  or  40  miles  from  *he  ne.Test 
railway.  If  these  people  had  bad  advocat'-a 
In  this  House  as  energetic  as  some  of  the 
people  who  represent  the  North-west  they 
would  have  clamoured  long  ago  for  a  rail- 
way to  connect  with  Lfvis.  where  the  trnns- 
contlnental  railway  crosses  over  the  Quebec 
bridge,  -.vhlch  will  certainly  be  built  In  time 
to  receive  this  road.  From  Quebec  to  the 
St.  Maurice  river  Is  perhaps  the  most  diffi- 
cult part  of  the  country  for  00  or  0."  miles, 
perhaps  100  miles,  that  this  transcontinental 
railway  will  have  traversed,  a  very  rough 
and  difflcult  country,  hut  not  an  Impossible 
Country.  There  are  already  two  railways 
bnllt  In  that  -r^rr.r  c^nntry.  We  have  the 
Quebec  and  Lake  St.  John  Railway  and  we 
have  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  starting 


from  nivlSre  ft  J'lerre  nnd  proceedlnir  wett- 
ward  C'onsid'Tnble  money  may  have  to 
l)e  spent  to  obtain  the  very  easy  grades  re- 
<pilrii|  fill-  ililK  road,  but  once  we  have  pas- 
siil  the  .<t.  .M.'iiirlce  river  we  arrive  at  the 
iiiMKnIilceiit  platpui  which  extends  north 
and  Moiitli  for  over  100  miles  and  that  ex- 
teiids  cast  and  west  for  over  !>(«•  miles,  ac- 
I'rinliiig  to  the  reports  of  the  Oeologlcal  De- 
partnient.  Wii  ii  the  hon.  leader  of  (he 
oppos'tion  sa'd  wi'  hart  not  sufllclpnt  It.for- 
nuilliin  on  the  siih,|ect,  I  would  ask  if  any 
^eiitl'inan  having  read  the  blue-book  that  Is 
before  us,  l!ip  numerous  official  reports,  the 
speei.il  !ind  distinct  Informntloii  on  the 
twelve  sectlotis  of  this  line  between  Qtie- 
bec  ind  Wlnnipg— which  has  been  prepared 
with  such  care— :ind  deny  that  mountains  of 
information  an-  available  on  this  subject  ? 
From  section  I  to  section  12,  over  *trery 
mile  if  the  road,  the  most  distinct  and  rxisl- 
tlve  itifurmat'on  Is  given.  I  doubt  v"ry 
much  If  any  one  In  this  Senate  coull,  nfttr 
reading  this  book,  say  there  was  no  infor- 
in.ition  nboitt  that  line.  This  ti  )Ie  land  Is 
P'ported  as  being  perfectly  level.  ac(rrdlnK 
til  the  reports  of  the  geological  bureau,  from 
the  St.  Mattr'ce  river,  which  Is  aboi't  100 
miles  west  of  the  city  of  Quebec,  lit  nn  ele- 
vation of  ,«(0<)  feet.  Over  this  clay  belt, 
accofiiitig  to  the'  geological  bitreati.  In  the 
tiext  "00  or  700  miles  there  Ig  not  a  dlflter- 
e!ice  In  level  of  200  feet. 

Hon.  Mr.  FERGUSON— Where  Ices  the 
lion,  gentlemati  get  t'lat  from  ? 

Hen.  Mr.  CASGRAIX  (de  Lanaudlfire)— 
In  this  book. 

Hon.  Mr.  FRRGTTSON— That  Is  the  Trans- 
Canada  road  that  the  hon.  gentleman  Is 
talking  about. 

Hon.  Mr.  CASOBAIN  (de  Lanau  .Ifire)— 
I  bet-  the  hon.  gentleman's  pardon.  This 
is  the  bhie-b'>ok  entitled  '  National  Trans- 
continental Railway:  Resources  of  the  coun- 
try bi'tw.'cn  Winnipeg  and  Quebec  along  the 
line  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Paeiflc,'  with  map 
attached,  and  th"  map  is  divided  Into  twelve 
sections. 

Hon.     >.  L.VNDR'i— Does  the  map  show 

the  '     .iclon  of  the  road  ? 

Hc.i.    Mr.   CASGRAIN    (de   Lanaudlftre)— 

Preciselv, 


Hon.  Mr.  LANDRY-Ii  that  the  trne  loca- 
Uon  ? 

Hoji.  Mr.  CASORAIN  (ie  I*n«udl«i»)- 
Hon.  BOiitli'tnpn  wl:  ir»>  iircimtninort  to  tnke 
piirt  In  tlip  Knilwii,  'nniniittoo  havo  tlip 
plan*  of  propoied  tocntlon  fiirnliilMHl,  nnd  I 
nndorHtnnd  thin  |ilnn  hen-  uliows  tlip  mute 
wlilph  U  tlie  mom  fcnulliU'  ronip;  tlip  olera- 
tiond  nrp  ni.Trkprt  on  It  nnd  thppp  iirp  no  Im- 
poKilMlitlPR  that  I  can  upp  to  thin  road  bolnn 
within  rp.'ifioniiblp  dlsi.nni-p  of  tbo  pnlntK 
marked  on  thl<i  mnp. 

Hon.  Mr.  I.ANI»UY-Win  the  hon.  jwn- 
tleniiin  nn»wer  the  quentlon  I  put  him  Juiit 
now  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  CASGBAIN  (d«  I^onaudierc)— 
I  would  hi'  ohilped  If  the  hon.  Kentlemnn 
would  kln<lly  .illow  me  ti)  proceed.  The 
hon.  trentlPinnn  Ir  In  the  Iwihit  of  roakinR 
reniarku  In  order  to  Interr.ipt  tlmnp  who  are 
«peaklnfr.  I  would  like  the  hon.  srentle- 
man  to  be  n  littlp  bit  "  rlons.  for  I  xuppoite 
this  Is  a  Rprions  illscnssion.  Ho  oucht  to 
know  ;  he  is  the  only  member  of  this  House 
who  pcrslRti-ntly  Interrupts  hon.  Rentlemen 
while  apeaklnK. 

Hon.  Mr.  RCOTT-It  Is  about  six  oVlook. 
and  we  mlRht  rlap  now,  but  hpforp  the 
Speaker  leaves  the  Chnlr,  I  would  like  to 
Rive  notice  that  when  the  House  rises  to- 
morrow It  do  stand  adjourned  till  P'rlday 
morning  at  11  o'clock.  We  will  not  sit  im 
Thursday,  ThanksRlving  Day. 

After  Beceas. 

Hon.  Mr.  CASGKAIX— At  six  o'clock  when 

the  Speaker  left  tlip  ("hair,  we  had  just  start- 
ed together  on  our  western  Journey.  We 
had  left  the  ancient  capital  of  Quebec  and 
we  had  crosse.s  tho  St.  Maurice  rlvt-r  ami 
ha(!  just  pntered  on  that  niacrnlflpent  tnUlp 
Isivul.  which,  as  I  said,  extends  about  900 
miles  east  and  west  containing  an  area  of 
souie  50,000,000  acres  of  land,  or  enough  to 
make  some  250  townships.  The  hon.  leader 
of  the  opposition  stated  this  a'  oon  that 
In  his  opinion    no  necessity  cs  for  the 

building  of  this  road  at  present,  and  I  may 
eay  that  his  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of 
building  this  line  is  slL-jfod  by   some  mtm 
hers  In  the  other  House.     For  instance  the  , 
ex-MInlster  of   Railways,    the   Hon.   A.    G.  j 


,  Blair,  also  thongbt  there  wai  no  Immediate 
ne<e«slty  to  proceed  with  the  enterprlae.    I 
am  surprised  that  dnrlng  the  lonir  protract- 
ed debate  whhh  took  place  In  the  House  of 
Commons  no  one  recalled  an  Incl'ient  which 
Is  very  well  known  In  the  city  of  Montreal 
i  whi>n     a     (treat     bamjue-t     was     siven     to 
I  Mr.    Charles    .M.     Hays    on    the    occasion 
I  of   his  Mepnrture   from    the   city   of    Mont- 
j  real     to     take     the    control     of     a     larire 
j  railway    line    In    California.    I    bolleve.    At 
I  that    bnnqnpt    the    hon.     gentleman     from 
il**     I.orlmler     was     Hnked     to     speak     on 
'  behalf  of  the  Senate  at  the  last   moment. 
'  He  was  not  able  to  be  nresent  and  asked 
I  me  to  represent   "lis  Clianiber  on   that   oc- 
I  caslon.    The  Hon.  Mr.  Blair  was  there  re- 
:  presenting    the    covertiment.    ami    also    the 
I  House   of   Commons.     On   that  occasion   It 
was  my  privilege  to  speak  of  the  high  esti- 
mation which  I  felt  for  .Mr.  Hays,  and  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  the  hon.  leader  or  the  oppo- 
sition  has  done  the  same  thing  this  after- 
noon.    The  hon.   gentleman   said   that   Mr. 
Hays  was  one  of  the  best  railway  men.  prob- 
ab)''  second  to  none  in  Canada  to-day,  and 
i.ps  had  few  peers  In  the  United  States. 
...r.  BInIr  at  that  time  had  had  a  llttli    fric- 
tion with  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.    It 
was  the  first  time  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  In  the  city  of  Montreal  after  this 
friction,  nnd  he  thought  he  would  let  the 
Canadian  Pnclflc  Railway  know  a  piece  of 
his  mind.    Speaking  on  behalf  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  In  reply 'to  the  toast,  he  said 
In  the  presence  of  some  200  of  the  most 
prominent  business  men  of  tlip  city  of  Mont- 
real who  were  attending  Mr.  Hays'  banquet 
on  the  occasion  of  his  departure— that  no  one 
could  think  for  one  moment  that  those  Im- 
mense  territories   in  the   North-west   could 
long  b«  dependent  upon  one  .single  line  of 
railway.     Before  we  would  he  much  oMer, 
not  only  two  lines  of  railway,  but  he  thought 
as  many  as  ten  lines  of  railway  would  find 
access  to  and  get  enough   business  out  of 
those   territories   to   pay   handsome   returns 
to  tholr  shareholders.    That  was  the  opinion 
of  a  gentleman  -whom  the  opposition  In  an- 
other place  have  taken  great  satisfaction  la 
saying   was   not   in    favour   at   the   present 
u.oment  of  the  construction  of  this  road. 

Hon.  .\Ir.  FERGrsOX— Is  the  hon.  gentle- 
man referring  to  the  report  of  that  speech 
or  is  he  speaking  from  memory  ? 
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Hon.  Mr.  CABfJRArX  I  nm  «p<>iiUinjt  from 
nirniory,  I  wan  prtw  iif  iiiy«i'lf  iiiul  '  ad 
npiikcn  InimtKllntPl.v  lipfore  tlio  lion,  gi.t 
ninn,  nnd  It  striioW  nic  .is  fhoi-p  wptp  mniiy 
rpprpxrntntli '  •<  of  the  t'.in.'idl.'ni  rnrlllc  Riill- 
wiiy  proiMMil  at  tliaf  ImtnitiPt.  tip  wnn  rntliiT 
imlnff  forpihlp  InnciuiKi'  pprhnpx  troltiK  n  lit- 
tlp  lilt  out  of  IiIh  way  to  nmioy  tlio  <\'inadlan 
Pni'lMi-  Uiillnay  prpsldonf  ;  mid  I  nni  our- 
prlHtMl  that  diirlii);  this  loiii;  drliati-  which 
him  iiccupltHi  days  and  w<'i"kH  In  iinotlipr 
plni'p  no  onp  i-vpr  pefprred  to  that  statp 
nu'Mt  ininU-  pnl>lli'ly  Iti  I  in-  I;ir;:('«t  rity  of 
this  country,  that  not  only  would  llircp  or 
four  Ilnpn  lip  npcpssary  In  Manitoba  and  thp 
Northwpfit  TPTrltorl<'>"  hut  even  tpi;  Iln'^i 
would  not  hp  ton  many  hpforp  we  worp 
vor)'  muph  alder  to  carry  on  the  bURlnpsn  of 
that  country. 

Hon.  Mr.  KKUCISON  About  what  time 
of  the  nltfht  was  that  sppcch  nindp  ? 

H'  n.  Mr.  (-.\SfiRAt\-I  siijiposp  It  must 
hnvp  been  about  hnlf-pnst  ten.  or.  to  bp  like 
tlip  Scotchmnn.  It  micht  have  bpcn  n  quarter 
to  elpvpn.  The  Canndlnii  PacKlf  rtalhv.-iy 
out  of  a  population  of  half  a  million  pcojilc 
In  the  Nnrth-wpst  last  year  has  had  tlip  pu- 
ormous  receipts.  accordlTij  to  their  l.T«t  -o- 
port.  of  gome  144.000,000,  equal  to  $.',000 
for  0  .-ery  mile  of  rond  under  their  control 
ond  In  operation.  The  lion,  menihcr  for 
Cnleary  snid  In  this  House  the  oth'pr  day 
that  the  Intlux  of  population  into  the  North- 
west this  present  year  would  be  almost 
K"  1.000  people.  At  that  r'lo  of  Increasp  wp 
would  have  In  the  North-wpst  before 
tilt'  completion  of  this  railway  another 
half  a  million  people,  or  a  million 
IHNjple  nitosether.  The  other  ."00.000 
people  If  they  furnished  the  same  amount 
of  business  as  these  who  are  already 
there— and  we  hane  no  rea.son  to  be- 
lieve they  will  be  Inferior  to  them,  will 
create  a  trade  or  a  liuslitpss  of  an  equiil 
amount.  *44.(KX).000  or  .«.'.0()0  for  evci-y  mile 
of  road  under  control  of  the  Orand  Trunk 
Pacific  Railway.  We  know  the  mileaRe  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  and  we  know  the 
milease  of  this  proposed  transcontinental 
line,  and  we  are  at  a  loss  to  se<  why  some 
time  ago  even,  advantape  had  not  been 
taken  to  build  another  transcontinental  line 
on  the  old  route  selected  some  twenty-flvc 
years  before  under  the  government  of  Hon. 
Alexander  Mackenzie.    During  the  last  year 


In  the  North-WMt.  »ome  30.000  home- 
steads have  l>epn  taken,  which  mMH* 
'.  .'"•>  farms.  .\ow.  If  there  has  bppn  con- 
;;<>»llon  of  Inilllc  .iiid  the  Canadian  Pacltlc 
Railway  has  licen  unable  to  transport  all 
tl  ■•  L'nilii  I'l  mark.!  In  siittlclcnt  time  umler 
pr  ■■'Pnt  I'oiiilllions  what  will  it  lie  next  year 
wl.  11  tlwy  will  have  tlmsp  .'iO.iimi  adilHhniil 
faniis,  furnlslilti','  iriiitht  for  tin-  railways 
to  carry  to  the  east  ?  Supposing  for  one 
nionient  that  a  niinibcr  of  ourselvts  would 
form  .1  syinljciilc  iiikI  witp  kIxpii  that  im 
iue-iH<>  territory  niiinlnsr  from  the  St.  .Mau- 
rlci-  river  to  within  .a  fiw  miles  of  thi-  city 
of  WIniilpet'  -.11(1  pxtendlii);  r  'th  almost  to 
.fames  bay.  ta...  jr  It  at  the  r  »t  estimate 
of  100  milts   Willi',   would   it  oni{  liefore 

such  a  syndicate  wou  i!  arranv  .  .ven  if  they 
had  to  ttlvp  a  "r m*  rnrt  .i"  the  territory  for 
It.  to  have  a  railroad  oto  that  country  V  Why. 
taklnir  '  bus  iips.<  .  .'  ■  'n  this  Chaniber.  If 
they  w  •  'issochueii  '.ifrether  they  would 
':  t  rest  i.K  one  m^nictit  licfore  they  wi  nld 
make  arrMn^ement  with  some  corpiratlon  or 
company  to  build  a  railroad  fhrouKii  It  In 
order  to  eive  value  to  that  land.  That  rail- 
way concerns  chiefly  the  ]ir"\lnces  of  Que- 
bec and  Ontari  I.  In  the  pnivln"i>  of  Quebec 
there  is  .-it  the  outside.  I  suppose,  some  2S0 
miles  of  road  to  bo  built,  that  Is  from  the 
point  in  Temlscouata  to  Moncton.  The  bal- 
ance, sonic  00i>  miles  is  .ill  within  the  pro- 
vince of  (^uelicc.  and  sunie  "00  miles  In  the 
province  of  Ont.nrlo.  leaving  a  distance  nf 
some  hundred  and  'ty  or  perhaps  only  IS.'i 
miles  within  the  province  of  Manitoba.  In 
the  province  of  Quebec  the  country  Is 
particularly  well  Known.  It  Is  well  wooded, 
nearly  all  Is  good  arable  land,  well  timbered. 
There  Is  a  Iar;:e  amount  of  pulp-wooil  and 
the  develojim  t-  of  the  piilp-wood  Industry 
In  QuebtH'  Is  ;nii  lense.  I  have  only  to  In- 
stance the  Laurenfide  T'ulp  Company  at 
<Jranrl"Mcre.  an  Institution  where  two  and 
a  half  million  dol'urs  have  been  spent 
and  one  additional  million  this  year  where 
they  are  making  i  Mlt  enough  to  pay 
handsoni'C  dividends  of  eight  per  cent  even 
on  the  common  stock.  I  may  say  that  the 
land  from  which  the  ptilp-wood  comes  to 
Grand'.MPre,  from  the  sources  of  the  St. 
Maurli'c  and  Mattawl  •  rivers.  Is  located 
e.xactl.v  where  this  line  is  1 1  pass.  At  the 
very  source  where  this  timber  Is  cut  there 
are     to-day     immense     wheat     fleld.s     and 


8pl«ndld  meadows  from  which  the  shanties 
that  are  producing  this  lumber  are  supplied. 
Just  when  the  Trans-Canada  was  aglta- 
ting  the  public  mind  in  Quebec 

Hon.  Mr.  PERLEY-HaTe  they  any  flour 
mills  up  there  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  CASGRAIN— We  will  hare  some 
shortly.  When  the  Trans-Canada  was  aglt- 
a'ting  the  public  mind  we  all  remember  very 
well  the  astoundlnj  declaration  which  was 
made  by  the  Prime  Minister  on  the  floor  of 
the  legislature  In  Quebec  that  he  had  an 
offer  made  to  him  provided  a  railway  was 
put  Into  that  country,  of  $1.50  per  acre  for 
Ave  million  acres  of  land. 

Hon.  Mr.  LANDRY— Where  Is  Roberts  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  CASGRAIN— 25,000.000  acres  of 
land  for  which  the  Prime  Minister  of  the 
province  of  Quebec  had  received  an  offer  of 
$1.50  per  acre,  sufficient  to  pay  the  whole 
debt  of  the  province  of  Quebec.    If  that  was 
a   useless   wilderness,  or  the  unproductive 
land  that  some  one  would  represent  It  to  be, 
is  it  llke^ly  that  these  capitalists  would  have 
offeredr-and  this  statement  wah  made  by 
the  Prime  Minister  of  Quebec,  in  the  local 
legislature   under   his   authority   as    Prime 
Minister— would  have  offered  any  such  sum? 
Now,  the  geopraphy  of  the  valley  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  is  well  known  :  Leaving  Montreal 
and  going  eastward  we  have  on  the  north 
shore  of  the  river  a  narrow  strip  of  land  fit 
for  cultivation  some  30  miles  In  width,  and 
this  strip  Is  getting  narrower  and  narrower 
as  we  approach  the  city  of  Quebec  where 
the  mountains  range  actually  forms  part  of 
the  city.     The  colonization  of  that  part  of 
the  country  has  been  Impeded- for  years  and 
years  owing  to  the  fact  that  our  colonization 
companies  have  endeavoured  to  settle  the 
Laurentlan  range,  which  Is  30  miles  in  width. 
That  Is  to  say,  we  have  from  the  River  St. 
Lawrence,  thirty  miles  back,  a  belt  of  good 
hmd    lit    for    cultivatlmi.      Ther    we    have 
thirty  miles  to  cross  the  Laurentlan  range, 
making  a    distance   at  right   angles   north 
from  the  St.  Lawrence  rlv>r  of  60  or  70  miles, 
when   you   enter  Into  this   rich  clay  belt. 
The  colonization   of  the  northern  slope  of 
the  Laurentlan  range  has  been  successfully 
carried  on.    It  Is  no  new  proposition.      As 
far  back  as  thirty  years  ago,  for  Instance, 
the  parish  of  St  Zenon,  in  the  county  of 


I  Berthler.  was  established.    One  enterprising 
parish  priest,  seeing,  under  the  old  conserva- 
tive regime,  the  people  leaving  the  country 
and  going  to  the  States  to  work  In  factories 
and  so  on,  and  finding  It  Impossible  to  colo- 
nize and  establish  good  farms  In  the  Laur- 
entlan   hills,    was   enterprising    enough    to 
cross  the  range  some  thirty  miles  and  es- 
tablish on  the  northern  slope  of  the  hills 
the  parish  of  St.  Zenon,  wiilch  I  visited  last 
year,  and  which  Is  prosperous  at  the  pre- 
sent time.     Another  priest   took   his   flock 
some   twenty   mUes  further  north   of   this 
parish,  and  there  established  another  parish, 
St.  Michel  des  Saints,  which  I  also  visited 
last  year.    It  is  on  the  Mattawln  river.      I 
regret   alluding   to  personal   experience  or 
giving  my  personal  knowledge,  but  the  hon. 
leader  of  the  opposition  stated  that  he  had 
seen   Bute   Inlet  and  other  places   on   the 
Paciflc  coast,  and  I  would  ask  the  House  to 
!  allow  me  to  state  what  I  have  seen.     The 
I  parish  of  St.  Michel  des  Saints  is  seventy 
;  miles  north  of   the  St.   LawTCnce.      I   see 
j  one  member  of  this  House  who  represented 
the  very   county   in   which  St.  Michel  des 
Saints  Is  situated,   and   I   am   sure  he  will 
;  bear  me  out  when  I  say  that  it  is  seventy 
!  miles  from  the  nearest  railway,  and  It  Is 
I  at  the  same  time  a  prosperous  parish,  and 
,  the  fertility  of  the  soil  Is  so  good  that  these 
;  people  living  seventy  miles  from  a  railway 
I  can  live  comfortably,  manufacturing  cheese 
[  and  butter,  and  haul  their  produce  to  St 
Felix  de  Valois,  which  is  the  nearest  station. 
Everything   they    have  to  use,  agricultural 
implements,  &c.,  have  to  be  teamed  from  St. 
Felix  de  Valois  to  St.  Michel  des  Saints  over 
a   wagon    ro.ul.      These    colonies    will   be 
within  some  thirty   miles  of  the  line  this 
road  will  take,  but  the  Indications  are  that 
the  line  will  pass  much  closer  to  that  place. 
The  Information  that  I  obtained  when  I  was 
there  would  leave  one  to. believe  that  you 
could  go  100  miles  north  from  that  parish 
without  ascending  a  single  hill.    The  mail- 
carrier  for  the   Hudson   Ray   post   on   the 
northern  side  of  this  belt,  who  travelled  that 
route  over  and  over  again,  stated  that  In 
all  that  long  Journey  to  the  north  he  did  not 
ascend   a    single   hill    or    meet    one   break 
In  the  road.    These  facts  are  corroborated 
by  the  Geological  Department.    This  Is  no- 
thing which  is  absolutely  new.    Still  I  have 
heard  the  ex-Mlnister  of  Railways  in  the 
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CoDservatlve  gOTernment,  the  Hod.  Mr.  3. 

O.  Haggart.  saying  that  this  was  a  land 
of  granite  ridges  and  of  muskegs  unfathom- 
able. I  wish  most  publicly,  and  with  th« 
certainty  of  one  who  has  seen  for  himself, 
to  give  a  most  explicit  denial  of  that  state- 
ment—and I  know  that  every  word  an  hon. 
member  utters  In  this  Chamiber  under  the 
responsibility  of  the  position  that  we  occupy 
should  be  most  carefully  considered  by  us— 
so  as  tu  dispel  any  idea  that  exists  that  the 
line  along  this  route  is  not  of  the  very  best, 
and  that  the  crops  that  are  raised  there 
are  not  e(iual  to  those  of  any  other  district. 
And  why  should  It  not  be  so  ?  No  one  will 
deny  the  fertility  of  the  farms  at  Lake  St. 
John,  and  there  is  no  point  on  this  line  as 
far  north  as  Lake  St.  John.  The  line  of 
the  transcontinental  railway  follows  the 
48th  parallel.  It  is  the  same  parallel  as  the 
Bale  des  Chnleurs.  This  48th  parallel  is 
recognized  to  be  about  on  the  same  isother- 
mal lines,  and  we  know  that  In  going  west 
the  isothermal  line  inclines  northward,  so 
that  the  climate  In  t:.at  district  would  be 
about  equal  to  the  climate  of  Winnipeg  and 
the  quantity  of  snow  about  the  same.  This 
48th  parallel  runs  at  a  distance  south  of 
Winnipeg,  and  we  know  that  in  Winnipeg 
and  Manitoba  you  cau  g.uw  wheat  and 
every  othei-  vegetable.  The  48th  parallel 
would  be  14<»  miles  south  of  Winnipeg.  In 
Ontario  the  average  line  of  the  rail- 
way would  be  in  the  oOth  degree  of 
latitude,  exactly  the  same  as  Winni- 
peg, and  the  same  remarks  apply  along 
that  line.  I  shall  refer  very  briefly  to  the 
contract.  I  think  it  is  the  best  arrangement 
any  government  has  cer  made,  and  my 
only  surprise  is  that  the  Grand  Trunk  Itail- 
way  was  so  anxious  to  enter  Into  such  an 
agreement.  As  far  as  west  of  Winnipeg  is 
concerned,  there  is  no  comparison  at  all  be- 
tween what  the  government  is  at  present 
doing  and  giving  to  the  Grand  Trunk"  I'acl- 
|flc  Company  and  what  the  former  govern- 
ment gave  to  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 
We  all  know  that  the  Canadian  Pacific  Hall- 
way received  some  2.5,000,000  acres  of  land. 
There  is  not  a  single  acre  of  land  given  In 
this  contract,  except  the  land  necessary  for 
the  right  of  way.  They  gave  also  $-_'o,000,000 
In  cash  to  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  ; 
not  a  single  dollar  in  cash  is  b^ng  given  to 
this  project.  West  of  Winnipeg,  as  far  aa 
the  prairie  section  is  concerned,  the  railway 


does  not  cost  this  country  one  cent.  There 
is  no  use  discussing  the  feasibility  of  the 
line  through  the  North-west,  the  country 
being  level  prairie.  Any  one  driving  through 
that  section  can  see  that  the  construction 
of  the  road  is  most  feasible.  When  we  talk 
of  this  line  going  to  Saskatoon,  Battleford, 
Edmonton  and  so  on,  these  places  are  al- 
most as  well  known  as  Halifax,  St  John 
and  Toronto. 

Hon.  Sir  MACKENZIE  HOWELL— Surely 
the  line  does  not  go  to  Saskatoon  ? 

Hon.  Mr.  CASGRAIN— According  to  the 
map  it  does,  and  I  do  not  see  why  this  map 
showing  the  lopatlon,  which  Is  prepared  and 
submitted  by  the  government  under  their 
responsibility,  to  the  hon.  members  on  both 
Houses  should  not  be  right.  The  total  guar- 
antee amounts  to  75  per  cent  or  three-quar- 
ters of  the  bonds,  and  the  Grand  Trunk 
Pacific  Company  have  to  supply  the  addi- 
tional 25  per  cent.  Thot  is  to  say,  if  the 
road  costs  say  $16,000  per  mile,  the  govern- 
ment guarantee  will  only  be  on  the  bonds 
to  the  extent  of  !(12,000.  Tue  remaining  $4,000 
will  utand  as  a  second  mortgage  on  the  road. 
But  it  has  been  said  that  the  Grand  Trunk 
Pacific  will  never  pay  the  interest  on  their 
bonds.  The  government  has  a  guarantee  of 
the$1.50,00().000of  the  assets  of  the  old  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  Company  of  Canada,  besides 
having  as  security  the  road  Itself,  the  guar- 
antee l>eing  only  three-quarters  of  the  value 
of  the  road.  The  total  cost  in  cash  to  this 
country  has  been  fully  demonstrated  by  the 
Minister  of  Finance  of  the  country,  Mr. 
Fielding,  when  he  said  that  the  cost  in  cash 
would  not  exceed  $14,000,000.  The  hon.  Sec- 
retary of  State  In  this  House  has  made  It 
over  that.  He  has  put  It  at  between  $19,- 
000,000  and  $20,000,000  for  the  period  of  ten 
years,  making  the  burden  on  the  people  of 
this  country  somfe  two  millions  a  year  for 
ten  years.  At  $14,000,000  it  would  simply 
mean  the  surplus  of  this  one  year,  and  if 
we  take  the  extreme  figures  furnished  by 
the  hon.  Secretary  of  State,  it  would  take 
the  surplus  a  year  and  a  half  to  pay  the 
whole  amount.  On  the  prairie  section  we 
know  the  government  guarantee  amounts  to 
$13,000  a  mile  and  on  the  mountain  section  Is 
$30,000  a  mile.  It  would  naturally  be  to  the 
interest  of  the  Grand  Trnnk  Pacific  Com- 
pany to  have  more  miles  of  mountain  sec- 
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120  or  140  miles,  and  requiring  to  have  their 
engines  stalled  there  In  advance,  or  take 
time  to  rest  and  clean  the  engine  and  grates 
and  so  on  before  proceeding  on  their  Jour- 
ney  and  when  the  evening  would  come,  or 
at  ihe  utmost  twenty-four  hours  had  elaps- 
ed then  the  whole  train  would  have  to  come 
to  a  standstiU,  because  the  train  hands  and 
every  one  connected  with  It  would  not  be 
equal  to   the  task  of     continuing    without 
sleep.    This  was  the  speech  of  Mr.  »lalr, 
and  It  created,  some  mirth  in  the  Houkj  of 
Commons  and  gave  great  comfort  to  the  op- 
position.  I  must  say  there  are  some  railway 
experts  in  this  country  who  are  not  friend- 
ly to  the  project  who  say  It  wlU  be  Impoa- 
slble  to  run  a  line  under  such  circumstances. 
Rut  It  has  been  demonstrated  satisfactorily 

'\r\'':-J,m''Zill  Th:    fhat  tms  wm  not  be  a  matter  of  much  dlffl- 
miles  at  $30,000  a  mile,  ine  „„„.„,„«,„„  will  be  aDDOlnted,  as 


tlon  and  less  miles  of  prairie  section,  but 
the  contract  provides  that  there  shall  be 
an    arbitration    to    determine    where    the 
prairie  section  ends  and  where  the  moun- 
tain section  begins,  and  that  Is,   perhaps, 
the    reason    why    the    hon.   Secretary    of 
State  was  not  exacUy  certain  of  the  abso- 
lute mileage  of  the  prairie  section,  because 
the  point  where  the   mountain   section   be- 
gins, is  not  easily  defined.  The  Grand  Trunk 
Pacific  Company  might  be  Inclined  to  put  It 
us  far  east  as  possible,  while  It  would  be 
the  duty  of  the  government  to  put  It  as  far 
west  as  possible,  and  In  case  of  a  failure  to 
agree  It  Is  provided  In  the  contract  that  a 
commission  of  experts,  or  arbitrators  shall 
be  appointed,  who  will  define ,  exactly  how 
many  miles  there  shall  be  st  fia.OOO  a  mile 
and  how  many 


part  west  of  Winnipeg  concerns  us  very  Ut- 
Ue  The  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Company 
are  building  and  paying  for  It  themselves  ; 
the  part  which  concerns  us  most  Is  the  sec- 
tion m  the  province*  of  Quebec  and  Ontario, 
the  portion  of  the  line  which  Is  to  be  a  na- 
tional highway,  and  one  which  all  the  rail- 
ways will  have  equal  right  of  way. 

Hon  Mr.  LANDBY-Before  we  leave  the 
western  section  wlU  the  hon.  gentleman  be 
kind  enough  to  tell  us  the  length  of  the 
western  section,  prairie  and  mountain,  from 
Winnipeg  to  Port  Simpson  ? 

Hon   Mr.  CASGRAIN-I  have  the  map  be- 
fore me.  and  in  a  few  minutes  could  scale  It, 
but  without  doing  so,  1  may  state  I  think 
It  win  be  between  fifteen  and  sixteen  hund- 
red miles.     When  it  was  first  mooted  that 
the-  railway  from  Winnipeg  to  Quebec  would 
be  a  national  highway,  having  had  a  little 
experience  in  railway  management,  I  must 
say  I  was  astounded.    I  did  not  think  at  the 
moment  it  would  be  possible  for  a  railway 
to  be  operated  on  those  lines. 
Hon.  Mr.  FEKGUSON-Hear.  hear. 
Hon  Mr.  CASGRAIN-1  heard  the  ex-Mln- 
ister  of   Railways,   Mr.   Blah-,   a   man     for 


culty.     A  commission  will  be  appointed,  as 
soon  as  the  traffic  will  warrant  It,  and  the 
government  having  absolute  control  over  the 
line  from  Winnipeg  to  Quebec  wiU  be  In  a 
position   to  dictate   the   terms   upon   which 
every  train  shall  be  operated.    It  is  not  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  go  Into  details,  because 
we  all  know  at  present  the  RaUway  Cora- 
mlttee  of  the  Privy  Council  and  after  t.  s 
session  the  board  of  which  we  have  heard 
so  much   In  this  House  while  passing  the 
new  Railway  Act,  a  Consolidation  BUI,  can 
grant  to  any  railway  running  powers  over 
another  company's  road,  making  them  pay 
a  certain  amount  which  the  board   in  the 
future  and   which   the   RaUway  Committee 
of   the   Privy   CouncU  now    determine.     So 
here  is  one  of  the  great  arguments  against 
tlie  national  highway,  and  one  I  must  say 
that  some  prominent  railway  men  considered 
a   strong  one  at  first,   which  Is  proved  to 
be  unfounded  ?    In  the  United  States  many 
roads  are  operated  on  the  same  principle. 
Now   there  Is  another  question,  the  question 
of  gi-ade     The  hon.  leader  of  the  opposition 
this  afternoon  appeared  to  doubt  very  muc»- 
if  such  grades  as  Mr.  Charlton  mentlone 
In  the   other  House  could  be  obtained.     I 
have  Just  demonstrated,  and    f  I  have  done 


Ister  of   Railways,   an.   i»»»". -      ;  unve  jusi  aeiuuuDiiai>=", - 

whom  I  have  great  respect,  and  who  has  ;  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  i^ugtu  u  Is  because  I  wanted 
proved  himself  a  very  able  railway  mana-  ,  ^^  ^^^.^  ^^e  House  sure  about  it.  that  on 
ger  notwithstanding  the  opinion  entertain- 1  ^^^  t^^le-land  where  this  line  is  to  be  located 
ed  'by  some  hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  make  j  ^^^^^  ^^  practlcaUy  no  difference  of  level.  I 
Ught  of  this  Joint  operation  of  the  raUway.  |  ^^^^  afternoon   that   according   to  the 

ana  instanced  a  train  le^j'"^  ^aUJax  o'^^^^^ ;  ^^^^^^  ^^„,,,  ,,  500  or  000  miles 

rrmU"rreVdTa"SL"^ofVylth^  dl.erence  In  level  U  not  more  than  a 
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couple  of  hundred  feet     Admitting  that  It 
Is  double  that,  ny  400  feet  in  that  distance 
It  would  be  equal  to  about  one  foot  per  mile, 
which  In  railroading  Is  practically  level.    It 
Is  yery  simple  to  understand ;   we  are  not 
running  over  any  summit  on  this  road,  but 
running  parallel  with  a  range  of  mountains, 
keeping  near  the  height  of  land  where  the 
water  flows  both  ways.      It  is  a  country 
which  offers  the  gieatest  facilities  for  rail- 
way construction  but  where  you  are  run- 
ning parallel  to  the  mountains  you  can  get 
on  a  certain  altitude  and  remain  at  that 
leyel.     Krery  engineer  Imows  that  that  Is 
perfectly  feasible.    If  we  can  locate  a  road 
through  that  table-land  with  a  very  easy 
grade,  It  may  be  possible  to  carry  grain  very 
cheaply.    Within  the  last  twenty  or  twenty- 
live  years  the  advance  which  has  been  made 
in  railway  transportation  Is  enormous.    Some 
twenty  years  ago  a   train  carrying  600  or 
700  tons   was  supposed  to  be  a  big  train. 
To-day,  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  a 
train  carries  up  to  1,500  or  1,700  tons.    Look 
at  what  the  United  States  Steel  Corpora- 
tion is  doing,   in    carrying  ore  from   Lake 
Erie    to    Pittsburg.     This    corporation    pur- 
chased an  almost  adandoned  road,  straight- 
ened lit  out,  strengthened  the  bridges,  eased 
oft  the  curves,  put  down  100  pound  rails  and 
used  tremendous  engines.     I  saw  the  other 
day  that  they  used  engines  of  200  tons.    I 
doubt  it  very  much,  but  they  are  certainly 
using  engines  of  120  tons,  hauling  to  Pitts- 
burg on  a  down  grade  2,600  tons  of  ore  with 
each  train  load.     If  our  railway  is  built  in 
the  same  way,  there  is  no  reason  why  grain 
could  not  be  hauled  from  the  west,  delivered 
In  the  city  of  Quebec  at  rates  to  compete 
with  other  routes.    I  have  given  this  subject 
mature  consideration.    I  have  talked  a  great 
deal  about  this  with   many   grain   men   In 
the  city  of  Montreal  and  I  really  believe  that 
when  this  road   is  in   operation— and   as   I 
said  before  six  o'clock  the  only  part  of  the 
\    line  that  presents  any  difficulty  is  from  St. 
Maurice  to  Quebec  and  that  Is  down  grade- 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  In  carrying  grain 
to   Quebec  at   a   rate   of   something   better 
than  twelve  and  fourteen  cents  a  bushel. 


Hon.  Sir  MACKENZIE  BOWELL— From 
where  ? 

Hon.    Mr.    CASGRAIN— From    Winnipeg, 
provided  we  have  a  railway  the  snnie  as 
V  135-2 


the  one  used  by  the  United  States  Steel  Cor- 
poration,  and  admitting   that   the  report* 
furnished  us    by  the  Geological  Department 
and  by  the  offlcUls  of  the  Ontario  and  Qoe- 
bec  governments  give  the  correct  altitude, 
there  Is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  grain  can 
be  carried  from  Winnipeg  to  Quebec  at  the 
rate  I  have  mentioned.    I  may  say  that  esti- 
mate is  above  that  which  was  given  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  some  members.     I 
regret    to    give   personal    knowledge,    but 
I  have  been  connected  with  this  proposed 
line  so   long  that  I   think   I   hav«  some- 
thing   worth     mentioning    about    It.      In 
1874  I  was  on  the  survey   of   the  Cana- 
dian Pacific   Railway   from  Lake  Sheban- 
dowan  towards  the  height  of  land,   about 
lOO    miles    south    of    where   this    railway 
will  pass.      It  has  always  been  a  surprise 
to   me  that   the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
should  have  been  located  where  it  is.     If 
a  difficult  route  had  been  looked  for  I  do  not 
know   where   they    could    have    found   one 
more   difficult   or   traversing   more  of   the 
poorest   country    in   Canada    than   the  one 
selected.     We  know  that  from   North  Bay 
and  Sudbury  all  the  way  up  to  Port  Arthur 
the  local  traffic  is  next  to  nothing.    The  cost 
of  building  that  road  was  enormous.     The 
Hon.  Mr.  Haggart  stated  in  the  House  of 
Commnns  that  it  must  have  cost  something 
like  ?60,000  a  mile.     I  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  it.    There  Is  no  country  on  either  side, 
no  local  traffic  from  Thunder  Bay  westward 
up  the  Kaminlstlquia  river  to  Lake  of  the 
Woods.      Until    you    strike    the    north-west 
angle  the  country  is  almost  unfit  for  settle- 
ment.   Now,  if  that  railway  had  been  built 
where  this  line  is  Intended  to  be  located,  it 
would  have  cost  about  half  as  much  and  the 
grades  would  have  been  easier.  Next  session 
perhaps  we  will  have  before  us  the  profile 
of  the  present  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  and 
in    comparison    with    it   the   profile  of   the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway,  and  hon.  gentlemen 
will  be  able  to  see  for  themselves  the  im- 
mense   difference    tietween    them    and    the 
reason   why,   though   It   may   not   pay   the 
Canadian    Pacific    Railway    to    haul    grain 
over  their  high  grades  and  sharp  curves  it 
will  be  easy  to  haul  grain  over      e  more 
modem  route  which   will  run  through  an 
almost  level  country.     I  was  employed  In 
the   construction   of   the   Canadian   Padflc 
Hallway  and  it  was  rock   cut  after  rock- 
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cut,  itMp  gradei,  sliarp  en  -'ei  and  m  on. 
▲■  to  the  part  In  tlio  pniirle  Mction  nnrth 
of  Lone  Lake,  In  1883  I  epent  tb(>  'vUoie 
•ummer  Just  about  the  place  where  thteroad 
will  pata,  and  from  there  to  the  elbow 
of  lue  Saakatchewan,  aome  Mventy  mllea 
Muth  of  where  thla  line  la  to  paaa— I  went 
through  all  that  country  and  I  know  that  It 
la  very  eaay  to  build  a  railway  there,  l 
may  aay  It  waa  lOinewhere  near  there  the 
old  Mackenste  route  waa  projected,  and 
where  yon  hare  prairie  with  islanda  of  wood 
all  the  way,  it  la  an  excellent  country  for 
aettlement 

It  Is  really  eurprlalng  that  the  Canadian 
Pacific  BaUway  should  have  been  located 
where  It  was.  There  may  have  been  good 
reasons  for  It ;  one  of  them  being  the  diffi- 
culty of  getting  supplies  Into  that  country 
at  that  time,  and  It  was  aecessary  to  be  near 
navigation,  near  NIpegon  bay  and  Thunder 
bay,  in  order  that  supplies  could  be  taken 
in  to  the  people  who  were  going  to  build  the 
railway,  and  also  for  the  surveyors  and  en- 
gineers who  were  going  to  locate  the  line. 
As  to  the  cost  of  transportation  of  wheat, 
I  have  stated  Just  now  the  price  at  which  I 
thought  it  could  be  done  for.  I  may  sa; 
there  la  not  very  much  difTerence  between  the 
price  I  have  named  and  the  price  actually 
charged  by  water.  We  know  now  that  wheat 
can  be  carried  from  Winnipeg  to  Port  Arth- 
ur for  some  six  cento  a  bushel,  over  Lake 
Superior  and  through  Georgian  bay  as  far 
as  Depot  Harbour  for  some  two  cents  n 
bushel,  making  eight  cents,  and  we  know 
that  Mr.  Booth  has  carried  grain  on  his  rail- 
way all  the  way  from  four  and  a  half 
cents  down  to  two  and  a  half  cents,  from 
Depot  Harbour  to  Montreal  and  In  taking 
it  to  Montreal  he  had  to  tranship  it  at 
Ooteau  and  carry  It  some  42  miles  by  water; 
notwithstanding  that  the  cost  was  two  and 
a  quarter  cents  a  bushel  In  some  Instances, 
and  in  other  instances  it  was  as  high  as  four 
and  a  half  cents,  making  a  total  maximum 
cost  of  ten  cents  by  the  rail  and  water  route. 
I  do  not  wish  myself  to  be  understood  that 
we  can  carry  wheat  as  cheaply  by  rail  as 
by  water.  If  you  have  a  long  stretch  of 
water  the  freight  should  be  about  one- 
sixth  of  the  freight  by  rail,  that  is  if  yon 
are  going  on  the  high  seas  or  on  a  long 
navigable  reach  where  there  would  be  no 
transhipment      But  there  are  other  things 


to  be  taken  into  consideration  ;  thaw  la 
the  maritime  insurance,  which  la  very  high; 
and  then  you  must  remember  you  are  work- 
ing only  for  seven  months  of  the  year,  and 
any  grain  that  is  left  after  the  close  of 
navigation  must  carry  five  months  of  Inter- 
est, making  it  therefore  more  and  mora 
expensive  to  house  and  keep  this  grain 
until  the  next  spring,  whilst  tht  railway 
will  carry  It  at  a  little  higher  cost  than 
wuter  and  you  can  freight  all  the  year 
round  by  rail.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
Instead  of  building  this  Trans-continental 
line,  It  would  be  better  to  extend  colonisa- 
tion roads  from  the  existing  railway  at 
distances  of  100  mUes  and  extending  100  or 
150  miles  north.  This  has  been  suegested 
to  the  House,  and  probably  will  be  in  this 
House.  Why  after  you  have  built  these 
branches  for  100  or  150  mile*  you  will 
have  Just  a«  much  length  of  railway 
built  as  you  have  now  and  have  no 
transcontinental  road  at  all.  It  Is  self-evi- 
dent that  these  branch  roads,  running  north 
like  blind  alleys  can  never  do  the  business 
that  one  granti  transcontinental  road  can 
do,  having  an  outlet  at  both  ends.  I  do  not 
see  that  there  Is  any  force  In  that  argument. 
There  will  be  necessarily  at  some  distan- 
ces, say  400  miles  apart,  lome  lines  con- 
necting from  the  south  ;  for  instance,  the 
line  that  is  now  being  built  by  the  Ontario 
government  That  line  was  supposed  to  be 
built  up  north  to  a  distance  of  130  miles, 
and  by  adding  30  miles  more  it  will  strike 
south  of  Lake  Abitlbi  at  the  very  pohit 
where  this  railway  will  pass,  and  therefore 
there  will  be  connection  by  the  railway 
being  constructed  toy  the  Ontario  gov- 
ernment to  North  Bay,  and  from  North  Bay 
over  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  to  Toronto. 
Speaking  of  Lake  Abltlbl,  and  that  coun- 
try, I  wish  to  say  that  in  1888,  I  was  sent 
out  by  the  Ontario  government  to  lay  out 
the  township  of  Bvanturel  on  the  Blanche 
river.  There  you  are  80  miles  south  of 
where  this  road  Is  supposei*  to  pass,  and 
every  one  seeing  the  state  ^-  agriculture  on 
Lake  Tlmlskamlng  in  the  townships  of 
Gulguee,  Duhamel,  &c.,  knows  there  is  not 
In  the  province  of  Quebec  any  place  where 
you  can  get  better  hay,  better  wheat  better 
oats,  or  better  grain  of  any  kind  than  right 
at  the  north  end  of  Lake  Tlmlskamlng. 
That  might  be  said  of  the  two  provinces, 
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b«can«e  Lake  Abltlbi  Is  partly  in  ttae  proy- 
inc*  of  Quebec  and  partly  in  tbe  proylnce  ot 
Ontario ;  ao  wbat  applies  in  tbia  respect  to 
one  province  uppllet  to  botb. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  add  tbat  I'  e 
coald  remove  tbe  veil  of  tbe  future  and  see 
wbftt  will  be  tbe  condition  of  tbis  new  king- 
dom twenty  years  bence  or  fifty  years  bence 
wher  tbis  lease  will  expire  ;  if  we  could  see 
tbe  towns  and  villages  that  wll!  be  settled 
Along  tbe  line  of  tbis  grand  national  transcon- 
tinental line,  If  we  could  see  the  enormous 
Industries  tbat  will  have  sprung  up  through- 
out tbe  districts  through  which  tbe  road  will 


pass,  we  would  think  this  admlnlstrntion 
ha''  performed  a  service  indeed  for  this 
country,  and  when  the  history  of  this  ad- 
mlnistmtion  Is  wrltte  ind  when  the  life 
of  the  distinguished  t  ttesman  who  now 
rules  the  destinies  of  Canada  Is  ended,  and 
he  has  disappeared  from  the  turmoil  of 
politics,  then  indeed  ttae  brightest  page  in 
all  his  hisiory  will  be  tho  one  where  he 
first  united  the  beartj  of  the  people  of  his 
country  and  the  next  one  will  be  when  he 
joined  the  provinces  of  this  Dominion  by 
this  long-solid  continuous  link  of  steel,  the 
National  Transcontinental  Hallway. 
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